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MHRA in favour of long-await National Plan for Tourism 

The Malta Hotels & Restaurants Association welcomes the National Plan for Tourism launched last Thursday at the Ministry for Tourism and Culture during a presentation to stake-holders in Tourism.

The association said that the plan is an extensive one and includes many areas that the MHRA has being lamenting about for a long time. The MHRA is pleased that the problem areas that it has highlighted over the years, namely the state of the overall product, the lack of focus on the national marketing effort and the lack of seat capacity have all been extensively tackled within the plan. The association stated that with the launch of this plan it is clear that the government has accepted that there are problems within the tourism industry that need to be tackled head on in a focused and structured way and this plan lays out some of the solutions that need to be implemented.

The MHRA also notes with satisfaction that a substantial number of recommendations put forward by the private industry Tourism Consultative Group set up last September are included in the plan.  
Now that the plan is complete it is critically important that the Ministry of Tourism and Culture together with all other affected ministries and all other stakeholders within the industry work very hard together to get the plan implemented in the shortest time possible. The MHRA said it was pleased to note that the plan includes set deadlines as well as allocation of responsibility for the various tasks highlighted. The MHRA said that the country cannot afford this plan to become a shelved document and augured that unlike previous plans before it this one will be implemented aggressively and holistically as a matter of urgency. 

The MHRA pledged its support to the implementation of the National Plan for Tourism and urged all other stakeholders within the industry to do the same.    It is only in doing this that the overall tourism performance can be turned around in a relatively short time.
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