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New MHRA Council 

Following the 48th Annual General Meeting, the newly elected Council of the Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association met today to elect the Officials for the coming year.  Mr. Josef Formosa Gauci was elected as the new Association’s President.
The new president thanked Mr Justin Zammit Tabona and the outgoing council for their work and commitment in what was without doubt one of the most difficult years for our tourism industry. He expressed his hope that the industry will soon experience the long awaited turnaround. He reiterated the MHRA’s firm belief that the three pillars required for this to be built upon are an upmarket product, suitable and sustainable marketing and adequate seat capacity.

Mr Formosa Gauci referred to the report presented by the Government Tourism Advisory Group. He said that the MHRA was hopeful that the recommendations put forward would be considered favourably and an action plan clearly laying out how they will be implemented be prepared in the shortest possible time.

He concluded by stating that the new council looked forward to working closely with the main stakeholders in the industry. Namely Government, MTA, MIA and Air Malta, so as to ensure that 2007 will be a much healthier year in terms of number of arrivals, bed nights spent in hotels and income generated from tourism.
The new MHRA Council also elected Mr. Michael Zammit Tabona as Senior Vice President, Mr. Anthony Chircop as Vice President and Ms Claire Xuereb as Treasurer.  The other members of the Council are Mr Joseph Attard; Mr Michael Camilleri Kamsky, Mr. Mario de Celis, Mr. Kevin de Cesare, Mr. Noel Debono, Mr Alex Incorvaja, Mr. Paul Pisani, Ms Rosemarie Stagno Navarra, Mr Charles Yeomans, Mr. Winston J. Zahra and Mr. Justin Zammit Tabona.  Dr. Hugh Peralta was confirmed as Secretary General.
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About MHRA
The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.   
