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MHRA welcomes new routes announcement 
The MHRA welcomes MIA announcement of  further fiscal incentives for four new routes to attract more low carriers to operate to the Maltese islands.  

MHRA beleives that there is great potential in increasing inflow of tourist from the Scandinavian countries and the proposal to  extend such fical incentives to Sweden and Norway routes is seen as a very positve move and should prove to be most beneficial to the islands’ tourism industry.    It is hoped that the timing of flights from Scandinavian countries will be more attractive than those operatored todate since many Hoteliers have demonstrated that many were those potential tourists who opted not to come to the island  because of the unearthly hour of flights operated from these countries.   While Poland would be a fairly new market, Spain  is a relatively tested market and it would be interesting to see the results if a low cost carrier does  to establish a direct flight to Malta. 

MHRA would have liked to see a new route from Germany too on offer,  considering the lack of seat capacity experienced this year from this destination and the fact that in the first nine months of this year Malta experienced a drop of almost 10% tourist arrivals over last year from this core destination.   With the start and arrival today of Ryanair from Luton, MHRA hopes that the downward trend experienced from Uk this year will be reversed and same similar success will be registered as that obtained in the Italian market with the introduction of Meridiana earlier this year.   Italy has been the only core market that registered a growth of almost 20% between January and September of this year over last year.   All other core markets registered a significant drop in the first nine months of this year and unfortunately MHRA prediction that by end of October the Maltese islands will register a drop of around 50,000 tourists is set to become a reality.   NSO figures published this morning have confirmed a drop of 11,000 in tourists arrivals for the month of September which bring the total drop for the first nine months of this year to a stragging drop of  40,000 in arrivals.   From early indications received through its members, October occupancies in Hotels are also down over last year and therefore MHRA predicition is close going to be close to the figure quited above.   

MHRA is optimistic that the arrival of German Wings in early spring will help in reducing the gap in the German market but more needs to be done to bring back numbers from this destination to the level of arrivals Malta & Gozo had enjoyed some years ago.
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About MHRA

The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.
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