
MEDIA RELEASE
Helicopter Service between Malta and Gozo

The Malta Hotels & Restaurants Association is very disappointed with the fact that the helicopter service between Malta and Gozo, is being stopped once again.   Less than two years ago the MHRA had expressed its doubts as to whether the agreement entered into by Government with Helicopteros Del Sureste is sustainable considering the prices envisaged for the service at the time.  Twenty months into the contract, the service is being stopped to the further detriment of Gozo’s tourism industry. 

The halt of this service is putting Gozo Hoteliers in disarray considering the forward contracts and forward bookings taken for the coming winter with the promise of Helicopter service between the two islands.  Such a state of affairs can only reinforce MHRA’s call for a holistic Tourism plan which has to address besides other important issues, this vital link between the two islands so important for Gozo’s Tourism industry.   
Decisions have to be taken quick in the short term to find a solution to this perennial problem and a plan in the long term to address this issue for a more permanent and sustainable service between the two islands.
About MHRA

The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.

End.

Tuesday, October 31, 2006
