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MHRA – another setback for the tourism sector
Today’s announcement that talks between Easyjet and Government have failed to resolve the issue of  UK base route is  a backward step in helping the tourism industry in reversing the rapid declining arrival figures from Malta’s major core markets.    
MHRA recent predication of a total decline of 50,000 visitors by end of this October, does not seem to have worried Government unduly as otherwise every possible effort would have been made not to lose the opportunity of having also Easyjet starting operations to Malta next year.   MHRA has always maintained that it was important to have the major low cost carriers operating to Malta inorder to help in turning round the decline in this sector.   Airlinks for the Maltese islands are vital and having as many as it is possible of low cost carriers is a priority to help in the survival of Tourism.   The reduction of seats by tour operators during this summer has seen a considerable drop of arrivals from the German market Inspite of Air Malta’s efforts to support certain routes through its aircrafts.   

MHRA members have indicated that occupancy figures for the coming winter months are the worst they are ever registering.     The fact that Air Malta has over the last few days sent a ‘spot sale’ to Tours operators for the months of October, November and December,  this is only adding to the fear that there will not be any further bookings coming for these months due to unavailability of seats.   
MHRA has always maintained that the amount of routes made available by government in its schemes were not proper and enough to attract the major low cost carriers.   MHRA undoubtedly supports Ryanair’s call for more routes but it is as much important to have other low cost carriers coming into the island through more routes.   The announcement of a special price on the Pisa route is more than welcome and MHRA is sure that this particular route should prove also successful similar to the Bologna route already operating by Meridiana.   Arrival figures from Italy since the arrival of Meridiana has increase by 18% when comparing Jan-Aug period compared to last year.  This is most encouraging and the fact that Meridiana is going to operate in the winter months can only augur well for our Tourism Industry.

Once again MHRA cannot but strongly emphasis the importance of taking correct and timely decisions in the interest of the industry and the many people that depend upon their livelihood from this Industry.    Tourism has suffered badly over the last 12 months and the bleak outlook for the coming winter months does not augur well unless Government is bold in its decisions.
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About MHRA

The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 46 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.
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