
MHRA’s reaction to the announcement of start of use of the engineered landfill 
In its reaction to the announcement that in the coming weeks all domestic waste will be directed towards the new engineered landfill at Ghallies, MHRA would like to comment that during meetings held with Waste Serv Malta Ltd on this proposed landfill earlier this year, it had expressed its concern that this landfill will cause inconvenience to members hoteliers and restauranteurs in the Salina and Qawra area.   The site earmarked for this engineered landfill is less than a kilometre away from the tourist zone of Qawra & Bugibba where 45% of the island bed stock lies together with  a couple of hundred restaurants whose livelihood depends on tourism

MHRA trusts that every possible effort is done to avoid any inconvenience when this engineered landfill starts operating, in order not to be further detrimental to the tourism sector, which this year has been faced with consistent drops in arrivals month after month.    MHRA proposes that an independent body or team is  appointed to monitor at intervals the management of this landfill and ensure that standards and conditions as stipulated by the Landfill Directive of the European Union are maintained at all times.   The team should have the autonomy to make public any report which would indicate any deviation from the original conditions or effects this landfill creates in the process.

On another note MHRA calls on the competent authorities to revise the work practices being adopted in the landscaping of the Maghtab landfill.   Complaints from member hoteliers and restauranteurs in the Qawra and Bugibba area have reached MHRA Chief Executive Mr George Schembri complaining about the dust landing on swimming pools decks and terraces of hotels and restaurants when the wind is blowing in their direction.  Clouds of dust can be clearly seen rising from the Maghtab facility with the consequence that this is airborne by the prevailing winds and carried over Qawra/ Bugibba area.   Hoteliers have had Guests complaining to management of these establishments about the inconvenience the dust is causing around the pools and sun beds and asking for compensation due to loss of enjoyment of these facilities.   MHRA also questions the health aspect considering the area from which this dust is originating.   MHRA hopes that proper working practices are applied and strict monitoring is carried out to avoid this inconvenience while ensuring that the necessary landscape is completed in the least possible time. 
-end-
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About MHRA
The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.  
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