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MHRA is very much concerned regarding the increase in road works being carried out this summer on several major roads on the islands.     We find this illogical that such major works are started in peak summer and at the usual snail’s pace in which we tend to carry out all projects.     The works carried out on the road within a stone’s throw from Luqa Airport , the St Paul’s bypass, and road works being carried out in Gozo have been the frustration of both locals and visitors to the island who had to cope with longer traffic jams, take longer routes and dust everywhere in the heat of summer.    MHRA feels that such projects should be planned for the beginning of the winter months and works planned to a finish deadline around April so as to have the least negative impact of our tourism industry.         One should assess the manpower required in advance to ensure that such projects are completely within the stipulated time and allow for stoppages due to bad weather.   The authorities responsible for such works should realise that between April and October the arrivals’ figure for each month is well over 100,000 visitors with peak months topping more than 130,000 arrivals -  almost a third of the population of Malta!.  Therefore the completion of such works in the least possible time is of paramount importance.    These works are then further compounded with the number of blocked roads and street to construction works going on in various localities.   
MHRA has also to voice its concern regarding the lack enforcement to keep standards during the actual works.   This is evident, from the state that areas in the perimeter of such works which deteriorate as work progresses, and no attention is give to the spills of rubble that occur as trucks loaded to the brim come out of such work sites.  Hazard lights are put in place in the initial stages of the works and then disappear completely as time goes by.    Fencing and hoarding are in place for the first few weeks and eventually as these are knocked down by trucks and motorists, these also disappear.     To many visitors the islands seem to be one construction site and those that have slaved hard all year to have a relaxing and peaceful holiday the last thing they want is noise of construction and road works. 
MHRA notes with satisfaction that following MHRA’s recommendation, ADT had extended the period during which trenching on road and streets in tourism zones from April to October is not permitted and any emergency works  necessary in such zones are being brought to MHRA’s attention for its approval too.    At least in this manner one can ensure that such works cause the least inconvenience to all.    
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