
MEDIA RELEASE

MHRA would like to express its grave concern regarding press reports which appeared in the media on Monday indicating that Air Malta pilots are considering taking strike action as negotiations over their new collective agreement remain deadlocked.

MHRA has often enough over the past year recommended that Air Malta needs to restructure its operations to address the airlines’ competitiveness on the global market and while it has managed to achieve some inroads, the viability of the airline is still fragile.  
MHRA calls on both sides to resolve the issue and come to an amicable agreement, considering that a strike during the approaching festive season can have a negative effect on the Tourism sector and undermine all the marketing efforts done to attract tourists during the lean months of the year.    While this year Malta can boast of a record year in tourist arrivals, the situation is still critical.   All stakeholders in the industry must realise that there are still a lot of difficulties to overcome in the coming months and everyone must continue to work together to overcome the challenges ahead.   Malta must remain competitive at all levels to maintain the level of growth experienced during 2007  and any knocks at this stage can easily set the industry back to last year’s figures.   

MHRA calls on both parties to enter into reconciliation talks to find an agreeable solution which will balance both the airlines’ competitiveness and viability, and just working conditions for the pilots.  
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About MHRA

The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.
