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MHRA meets members at EGM 
The Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association this morning called an extraordinary general meeting to inform its members about progress achieved so far on the motions passed during another extraordinary meeting held on the 11th April.  
Primarily the MHRA is extremely concerned about the current prevailing situation in the tourism industry.    The MHRA quarter 1 figures compounded by the NSO statistics showing a drop of 5.5% in room nights between January & May 2006 is a very concerning situation. Moreover many members during the EGM expressed their concern over the outlook for the rest of this year and most especially winter 2006 / 2007.

The MHRA council explained to members present that over the past few weeks a great deal of work has been undertaken by the task force set up after the last EGM specifically on the issue of low cost airlines. Updating members on the situation it was explained that many discussions have been held with government and various other local entities in order to try and bring the matter to a positive conclusion. The council explained that due to the sensitivity of the situation it is best to state that progress has been made and while there is still allot of ground to be covered it hopes that the matter will be brought to a successful conclusion within the next few weeks. This expectation emanates from the fact that the task force has been assured by government that the process necessary to make a call for expression for interest for the development of new and underutilised routes will be made within the coming two weeks. The MHRA now hopes that the conditions launched within the schemes are conducive to attracting the major low coats airlines that can make a difference to the number of visitors attracted to our islands.
MHRA will continue to work towards supporting any initiative that helps drive the number of visitors up to the level of the much needed 15 million bed nights (currently just over 10 million bed nights, a figure which has been static for ten years) that will enable the industry to get back onto its feet. In light of this the MHRA further encourages government to extend any scheme launched across as many new routes as possible and to look at this exercise as an investment in future generation of economic activity. 
-end-
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About MHRA
The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 46 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.   
