
MEDIA RELEASE

The Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association would like to express its backing to the enforcement measures carried out yesterday by the MTA and the police vis-à-vis outlets which are not licenced in selling alcohol by the bottle.  Both the Police and MTA enforcement arm need to be congratulated in the execution of their work. 
MHRA believes in enforcement at all levels and in all sectors to protect and ensure a level playing field for all commercial establishments which make a living from the tourism industry.  This enforcement also protects the general public in receiving value for money and due service.   Rampant abuse of laws is not acceptable since this leads to situations which damage the image of our product, whether material or service aspect.   MHRA would like to see more enforcement on littering, lack of display of prices and the protection of minors from various practices of abuse.
MHRA would like now to see the enforcement section of the Trade department to follow suit and bring to book those outlets licenced under its authority who are in breach of the law selling alcohol by the bottle after 9.00pm.
MHRA equally recommends that the judicial community within a short date of act/omission adopts a uniform and tough stance on those who abuse the law especially where minors are concerned. The penalties dealt out by the courts should reflect the seriousness of the offence in order to send the necessary warnings to those who continue breaching the law for their own personal gain and at the expense of the weak.  
----end----
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About MHRA

The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 49 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.

