
MEDIA RELEASE

MHRA condemns the latest vandal act in Mellieha
The Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association once again strongly condemns the destruction of around 3000 pine saplings in the area know as Foresta 2000 beneath the Red Tower in Mellieha.
Such acts of vandalism are acts against all Maltese.  Thousands of Malta Liri are being spent to improve the Maltese islands for a better and healthier environment to be enjoyed both by the Maltese general public and by the thousands of tourists who come to Malta.  Such areas embellish our countryside and serve as an incentive to promoting our Islands as a tourist resort.  A group of vandals is set to undermine these efforts.      The authorities have to find and stop these people and the magistrate/s dealing with such criminals should apply the harshest of penalties.  Such criminals should serve prison sentences and carry fines in multiples of the cost to restore the damages done.   MHRA encourages the public to come forward with information about such vandalism if this is known or becomes known to them.  
----end----
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The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 49 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.

