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Disappointing Easter period  
From a survey conducted by MHRA amongst its’ members,  the occupancy levels in the majority of Hotels in the Sliema/St Julians area were reported to have been better than last year.    However in the Bugibba/Mellieha area, in the South of the island and in Gozo occupancies in hotels were below last year’s level in spite of the fact that this year the Easter period fell in mid April.   

However most restaurant operations in hotels and stand-alone restaurants all reported worse cover take-up over the Easter period compared to last year.   Few were those that indicated a better performance this year over last year’s results.    The main patrons in restaurants are normally locals and restauranteurs fear that the drop in covers is mainly due to the drop in the spending power of the locals in view of the exorbitant energy costs they now have to bear.    MHRA President Mr Justin Zammit Tabona expressed his concern regarding the restaurant sector which with the exception of some, was suffering badly in generating revenue and meeting the ever rising costs.   “Government must look at this sector and extend some incentives for these to remain sustainable.   They provide employment and service to locals and visitors alike and these must remain competitive” reiterated Mr Zammit Tabona.     
In another survey conducted by MHRA, 5 star hotels in March reported an increase in their occupancy levels of around 6 to 7% while hotels in the four and three star categories reported a drop of around 7% and 15% respectively.   The major drops were registered in Hotels in the north and south of the island while the hotels in the Sliema/St Julian’s area  fared only slightly worse than last year.     For the month of  April, 5 star hotels are predicting a similar increase as in March,  while four star hotels are at par with last year and  three star hotels are around 7% lower then last year.   
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About MHRA
The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 46 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.   
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