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MHRA condemns the latest vandal act at Zurrieq
The Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association strongly condemns the act of vandalism committed on the belvedere at Zurrieq.  The Association condemns without reservation such acts committed on public property.
Mr Josef Formosa Gauci, President of the MHRA  calls on the Police to leave no stone unturned in catching the perpetrators.    MHRA supports the Mayor of Zurrieq in his call to the public to come forward with any information about this vandal act.   Such acts of vandalism are acts against us Maltese who are continuously striving to improve our standard of living through a cleaner and better looking environment.      The penalties for those found guilty of such actions, besides including prison terms, should carry fines in multiples of the cost to restore the damages done, and if necessary confiscate assets belonging to the accused in order to make good for such damages.  
MHRA is continuously lobbying with the authorities to put in funds to improve the Maltese infrastructure be it gardens, heritage sites, roads, promenades and areas frequented by both visitors to the island and the general public.   It is disheartening to see such acts which show how a tiny minority of our population are set to destroy either due to ignorance or vengeance, what is also theirs besides the additional expenditure incurred to restore such acts from our tax coffers.  
Mr Formosa Gauci highlighted the need for educational campaigns to tackle the source of this problem, and for people to feel duty bound to report such acts of vandalism even if they come across them while these are being done.    Tomorrow’s generation should be conscious of the need to care for our environment and heritage for the enjoyment of the Maltese population and the promotion of the tourism industry which is such a vital component of the Maltese economy.
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The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 49 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.

