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Ghallis landfill location not acceptable to MHRA

Following the public hearing held yesterday by WasteServ and Mepa at Naxxar, MHRA once again reiterated its stand that the choice of this site for an engineered landfill is unacceptable for its Council.   

As early as July 2003, MHRA had already expressed its concern and disbelief that Ghallis has been chosen by government as the site for the location of an engineered landfill.   The fact that government remained obstinate and continued with an EIA for the area is showing that it does not understand the value of Tourism to our Islands

Three years on the Association still believes that the choice of this site will have serious repercussions on the tourism industry.    The site earmarked for this engineered landfill is less than a kilometre away from the tourist zone of Bugibba where 45% of the island bed stock lies together with  a couple of hundred restaurants whose livelihood depends on tourism.  It is also just half-a-kilometre away from an established Hotel which has been there for over 30 years and from which depend the livelihood of over 200 families.     It is incomprehensible that the government is completely ignoring these facts at a time when the islands are suffering more than ever from attracting tourists to our shores.  Yet it continues to consider such a project which will have such a negative effect on our tourism industry.

When one considers that for the first couple of years while the site is being excavated the number of truck loads per day using the roads leading to it are going to be in the region of  325 per day (40 truckloads per hour) it is surely madness to choose such a site for this kind of project.  The coast road is an artery used by locals and visitors on a daily basis and in spite of the assurance that the trucks will be monitored on their way out to ensure that these are properly loaded and covered to avoid spillage of material the MHRA is sceptical that this will not result in dirty muddy roads for long stretches along the coastal road and inward artery.   This is not to mention the noise pollution from the blasting and cutting of rock by heavy machinery.    It is to be noted that once the excavation is being done and the use of the landfill for waste material starts the number of truck loads passing through the area will increase to around 519 daily!   
Hotels in the area have been suffering for many years due to the Island’s national embarrassment – Maghtab.  Maghtab was allowed to grow beyond reasonable limits over the past years with no one taking responsibility for the environmental disaster created in this area on Malta’s prime area of coastland. Now, to add insult to injury, the new landfill site is going to be located in the same area. The fact that it is supposed to be engineered is irrelevant.  The facility still has to be built and the building process is going to turn the area into Malta’s largest building site for the next five years. 

The MHRA again encourages the residents of the areas including Maghtab, Bugibba, St. Paul’s Bay, Naxxar and even Madliena to urge their respective councils to look into the real effects of the location of this landfill.  The authorities are giving the impression that this new site will be nothing like the Maghtab site that exists today, however it is failing to inform people of the extensive works that need to be carried out to prepare such a site, works that will create a drop in the standard of living of people living in these areas. The Association also urges residents to ensure that their councils look beyond any political affiliations in treating this matter.

MHRA reiterates that it finds this proposal very illogical that while 80% of Maghtab was created by Inert waste the government has now decided to create millions of cubic metres more of inert material in order to open up the massive hole required for the new landfill site.  The Association was never given an answer to the question posed to Government of what is going to be done with all this material.  The suggestion that it is used for roads is nonsensical as there is no way we need such an extent of material for road works and the other suggestion that the material would be stored is ludicrous as where on this Island would we store it without creating another Maghtab.  

The MHRA still believes that the solution to the landfill issue can be handled in a much more effective way by creating a number of much smaller engineered landfill sites around the Island from quarries already in existence and which do not need excavating.    

The MHRA believes that a number of smaller landfills would allow for – 

1. source locations and smaller sites which are neither residential nor in tourist zones 
2. if located intelligently the distribution of waste on trucks would be much easier to handle as the sites could be geographically located so as to cover different segments of the Island.  This will lead to a much more even spread of the national problem of waste generation and much shorter travel distances by the waste trucks used. The overall impact on the nation would also be much lower due to the spread.

3. The management of the smaller sites will be much easier to control and less prone to mistakes and problems.

4. The learning curve associated with a smaller project is easier to handle.

5. The possibility of new Thermal and Microwave technology being developed to replace landfills in the coming years could ultimately eliminate the necessity of an engineered landfill, 

The MHRA also questions what independent studies have been carried out to determine what impact this landfill will have on the tourism industry.   
In conclusion the MHRA states that it will not only continue to adamantly oppose the use of this site as proposed by government, but it will be encouraging anyone involved directly or indirectly in the tourism industry to take a stand for the good of the Industry on which thousands of  employees depend for their livelihood. 
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