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MHRA members’ concerns in Bugibba/Qawra area 

The MHRA organised a meeting for its members in the Bugibba/Qawra/St Paul's Bay area to discuss the current business situation in the resort following what was described by some operators as one of the worst Christmases and winter this locality has experienced.
The MHRA President Mr. Josef Formosa Gauci said that the increase registered in arrivals to Malta in November and December was not being felt throughout the country and especially in the Bugibba/Qawra area. Most of the establishments in this resort that remained open this winter are registering reduced occupancies when compared to last year, notwithstanding the fact that a number of hotels are not open this season. This situation is also having a very negative effect on all restaurant outlets in the locality that have seen their revenues decline sharply.  
Several Hoteliers and Restaurateurs in this area feel that they are being neglected by the relevant authorities.   The perennial problems such as lack of cleanliness due to lack of uniform garbage collection, construction sites,   open sites used as dumping areas, lack of upkeep of soft areas, lack of maintenance on the promenade, lack of public conveniences, lack of parking facilities, and  lack of proper signage were raised by those attending the meeting.    Furthermore this year there were no Christmas street decorations and activities held during the festive season with the result that there was no Christmas atmosphere in the area.   Had it not been for some hotels that took the initiative and decorated appropriately their immediate surroundings there would have not been any sign at all that Christmas had arrived.   

The MHRA, whilst acknowledging the improvement resulting from the perched beach, strongly urges the authorities to assist in re-generating this resort. In the absence of such actions the trend of closing hotels and turning them into real estate development will continue and possibly accelerate, with the resultant loss in employment and economic activity in the area for these SMEs.
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About MHRA
The MHRA has been established since 1958 and today represents 70% of all hotels in Malta and 35% of all restaurants, collectively representing an investment of over Lm 500 million and employing in excess of 20,000 people. For the past 48 years the MHRA has represented the interest of hoteliers and restaurateurs on the Island acting as a lobby group to ensure that the policy decisions taken on the Island are in line with what the tourism industry needs to flourish. For more information about the MHRA visit www.mhra.org.mt or call (356) 21 318133.   
